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Can the Church Ordain Women?

Human sexuality and the Eucharist

By Monbea Migliorine Miller, Ph.D.

hery are strong words.
[ 1994 John Paul the Great
isgned his apostolic letter Crdinartio

Sacerdefalls. In thiz very short docurment
the Holy Father intended to put anoend to the
dehate that continued 1o rage on the subject
of women’s ordination by saving, in o
unceriain enms:

“Wherefore, in order that all doubt
may be removed regarding a matter of
greal imporiance, a matter which pertains
to the Church’s divime constitution itself,
it virtue of my ministry inconfirming the
bratlwen, [ declase that the Chureh has
oo autharity whatsoever to confes
prieatly ordination o wonmen
amd that thiz judgment is
to b definitively held
by all the Church's
faithtul.”

Thus, the Pope
declared infallibly
that woman cannot
b priesis.

Ag far as
Church degima is

concerned, this is a settled izswe. However,
the subject of women’s erdination continues
to reczive much sttention from commentators
in the Church and from the secular nwedia
— a3 if this was not a setiled question.
Apparently, much still needs to be done on
the pastoral level to help people
understand exactly why the
ministerial priesthood is
reserved o males,
Mdvocacy for women's
andination palies on it own
four hasic argumenis.

I. The priesthood
isg just a job, a
functional poesition
and thus gender

ig irrelevani
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to job perfomance.

2. Male and female sexuality i imalevant
to perscnhood.

3. Equality, to be true, must mean
SaTieTEas.

4. The priesthood is the result of an
intringically evil, unjust male-ordered
hierarchical world-view.

Thase whe hold this last point of view,
guch &= the well-knean feminist theologian
Rozemary Radford Ruether, wish to abolish
the ministerial priesthood altegether, since
for them any system of power based on “class
distinetions™ is unjust and needs to be dome
away with whether women are admitted into
that class or mod.

They are reacting mod just to Pope John
Paul bt to the document he cites — Paal VI's
1976 letter fnfer Msigniores, which presents
four basic reasons why women caniof be
ordained to the priesthood.

1.1 The Church’s constant tradition. Clirist
called only men to the priesthesd and the
Apostles remained faithful to the will of
Cliriat in this matter. The Church does nod
balieve that she has the awthority to deviate
from an original gesture of Christ. Christ's
gesture has a penmanant value,

2} The priest acts [ persona Christ,

| The priest acts in the mame
of Christ, is a sign of
Christ and the sign must
be perceptible. Here the
document argues that the
priest must bear a natural
redemblance to Christ and
affirms, in a rather startling
way, that not ondy did Chirist
cofme a3 8 man bt that even
nay in Heaven He “remains
a man.”

3.3 The unity batwean
Chrizt and the Chureh
iz a marital unity, thus
male and female gender
have a transcendent and
sacramental value within
the sconormy of aalvation.

4.) The teachings of
the Church depend upon
divime Revelation and no
on the zocial sciences.
The Church, as a divinely
founded institution, must
resolve issues acconding to
God's Word.

Tor thiz, John Paul added
that the Church’s inability
to ardain women to the
pricsthood “perains to the
Clireh’s divine eonstitution
itaelf”

This iz an extremely

TATH

irmportand statement. 18 means that the male
character of the priesthood has to do with
the very nature of the Church. The male
character of the priest is ot simply a question
of Church law or discipline.

If women were o be ordained to the
pricsthood the very essence of the Church wouald
be affected. Thus it is absolutely mecessary o
understand this essence and what exactly is at
atake in the iggwe of wormen's ordination.

The Catlslic Church believes that the male
gender of Christ is significant to redempiion.
Christ’s seuality i not just mere bislogy or a
kind of functional costume. His male gendier
is nod arbitrary, as if Jesus could have beena
wianan just as well a5 a man and that all that
matters ig that God becarme human,

From the Beginning male and fermale
sexuality hasnever been e biology. barmage,
the one-flesh wnity of man and womsan, stands
at the semer and is the very foundation of the
goodnesa of the created ordes. From the very
Beginning the one—flesh unity of the first Adam
and the first Eve constitwied a divinely ondained
sacramvemial sin. When Christ enters Insman
history as a male He affinmed the peadness of
that ereated ordes.

In the New Testament Christ is the
bridegroom and the Church is His bride.
The Eucharist is a wedding hangued in which
Christ, through the priest who represents
Him, unites Himsalf through His Baody and
Blood with the Churche. Theirs is the ultimate
miarriage — the ultimate one-flesh unity.

If male priests have Been entrusted with
imaging the Bridegroom to the Church,
women have been equally entrusted with
being the sign of the Church in the warld.
Perlaps we ought to turn this whole izsue on
itz head and stop asking why women canmod
ba priesis, but instead ask why can’™@ men
irmage the Church in relation to Christ?

Bale and Female sexuality are not just
conventional syimbols or cultural constrscts.
Christ's gender is not a conventional or
historically conditicned symbal. Christian
religion exists in and through symbols.
Christ’s masculinity defines Him and defines
Hiz love. The sexes are the substance of
creation and the fabric of reality itself.
Redemption i3 nod something God imposes
on His creation — redemplion complates
creation and now they exist togather,

Women cannod be priests because the
Church doesn’t have the authority to alter
the nuptial beauty of the world — a world
that is redearmed in the nuptial kove of Christ
and His Church meade present and real i the
Eucharistic celebration T
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