
An Open Letter to the Catholic Bishops of America 

“Abortion Remains Our Preeminent Priority” 

 

Jesus Christ be praised in all things forever!    

The 2020 election will soon be upon us when voters will decide the future of our great country. Tens of 

millions of Catholics will also be going to the polls and it hardly needs to be pointed out that they shall do 

so at a time when America is in crisis socially, morally and spiritually, arguably a crisis unprecedented in 

our nation’s history. The Catholic Church must be a light in this time of darkness when the most 

fundamental truths about the dignity of the human person are systematically rejected—among those truths 

are the meaning of human sexuality, marriage and the sanctity of life—sacred truths about the human 

person that the Catholic Church has been commissioned by God Himself to teach and defend.  

Sadly, the Democratic candidate running for president, Joseph Biden, who claims to be a practicing 

Catholic, supports abortion on demand for the full nine months of pregnancy and has promised, should 

he win office, to “codify Roe v. Wade.” In addition Biden will require that the American tax-payer fund 

abortion procedures. Biden’s support for the legalized killing of the unborn is a grave scandal to those 

within the Church—and to those outside the Church as well! Moreover, when those who have the 

authority to admonish such a public figure fail to do so, Biden’s own soul is left in peril. We are asking 

that you speak out, as pastors of Christ’s flock, as a successor of the Apostles, to please use your 

authority and provide guidance to those under your care. We ask that you specifically point out that 

in so serious a matter as the God-given right-to-life, Biden stands for and promotes a public policy 

diametrically opposed to the Catholic Church’s social justice teachings.  Every Catholic, every Christian; 

indeed every person of good will needs to first consider whether a candidate supports or opposes the right 

to life when deciding for whom to vote.  

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ document “Forming Consciences for Faithful 

Citizenship” teaches that:  

“The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because 

it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed. … 

Our efforts to protect the unborn remain as important as ever, for just as the Supreme Court may allow 

greater latitude for state laws restricting abortion, state legislators have passed statutes not only keeping 

abortion legal through all nine months of pregnancy but opening the door to infanticide. Additionally, 

abortion contaminates many other important issues by being inserted into legislation regarding 

immigration, care for the poor, and health care reform.” 

 

In “Living the Gospel of Life” the bishops identify the right-to-life as “the most fundamental human good 

and the condition for all others.”  The same document of course rightly recognizes that other grave social 

issues ought to be of concern, however, those who hold public office need to be aware that:  

“[B]eing ‘right’ in such matters can never excuse a wrong choice regarding direct attacks on innocent 

human life. Indeed, the failure to protect and defend life in its most vulnerable stages renders suspect any 

claims to the ‘rightness’ of positions in other matters affecting the poorest and least powerful of the 

human community.”  

And if anyone has any doubt that abortion is affirmed as having priority in the hierarchy of social justice 

concerns the bishops state: 



“If we understand the human person as the “temple of the Holy Spirit” — the living house of God—then 

these latter issues fall logically into place as the crossbeams and walls of that house. All direct attacks on 

innocent human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, strike at the house’s foundation. These 

directly and immediately violate the human person’s most fundamental right—the right to life. Neglect of 

these issues is the equivalent of building our house on sand. Such attacks cannot help but lull the social 

conscience in ways ultimately destructive of other human rights.” 

 

In the weeks leading to the November election we respectfully and prayerfully ask that you will issue a 

formal statement to your flock clarifying that Biden’s support for a law that has sent over 60 million 

human beings to their deaths directly violates Catholic teaching. The unborn are the most oppressed 

group in America. Their oppression should shake us to the core of our souls as only these totally 

innocent persons are subjected to violent extermination sanctioned by law. Thus the protection of the 

unborn remains the most urgent of all social justice issues. It is incumbent on the shepherds of the 

Christ’s flock to guide the conscience of the Catholic voter to first take the injustice of abortion into 

account when selecting public officials. 

 

We hope and pray that you will do so. And be assured of our love, prayers and deep respect.   

 

Sincerely in Christ,  

 
Jack Ames, Director - Defend Life                                                       
Joan Andrews Bell - Dei Gloria Apostolate                                         
Philip Blosser, Ph.D., Professor - Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
Judie Brown, President - American Life League 
Larry Cirignano, D.C. Pro-Life Activist    
Eduardo Echeverria, Professor of Philosophy and Systematic Theology-Sacred Heart Major Seminary   
Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence - Princeton University                                                                            
Jo Ann Gerling - Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer 
Mark Harrington, National Director - Created Equal 
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato - Life Ministries, U.S. 
Peter Kreeft, Professor of Philosophy - Boston College 
Al Kresta, CEO - Ave Maria Radio 
Fr. William Kurz, S.J., Professor Emeritus - Marquette University 
Joseph Langfeld - Human Life Alliance 
Gary Leber, Elder -The Landmark Church, Binghamton, NY. 
Richard Mahoney - Knights of the Immaculata, Mercedarians 
Daniel Miller, State Director - Pro-Life Wisconsin 
Edmund Bond Miller, Director - Guadalupe Workers 
Monica Migliorino Miller, Ph.D., President. - Citizens for a Pro-Life Society 
Lynn Mills, Director - Pro-Life Michigan 
Fr. Fidelis Moscinski - Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
Jason Negri, Attorney, Executive Director - Daniel Coalition  
Michael New, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant Prof. of Social Research and Political Science, CUA 
Troy Newman - Operation Rescue 
Fr. Michael Orsi - St. Agnes Parish, Naples, FL. 
Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director - Priests for Life 
John Ryan, Veteran St. Louis, MO. Pro-Life Activist 
Eric Scheidler, Executive Director - Pro-Life Action League 
Joseph M. Scheidler, National Director - Pro-Life Action League 
Jim Sedlak, Founder  - STOPP International 
Bud and Tara Shaver - Abortion Free New Mexico 
Chris Slattery - Expectant Mother Care, EMC Frontline Pregnancy Centers 
Janet Smith, Ph.D., Author, Moral Theologian 
John Henry Westen, Co-Founder, Editor in Chief - LifeSite News 
 

Above Photo: Foot of Aborted Baby – 8 Weeks 
Buried at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield, MI.  

 


